Journal of East Asian Libraries
Volume 1982

Number 67

Article 13

2-1-1982

Special Report
Thomas C. T. Kuo
James K. M. Cheng
Naomi Fukuda

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Kuo, Thomas C. T.; Cheng, James K. M.; and Fukuda, Naomi (1982) "Special Report," Journal of East Asian
Libraries: Vol. 1982 : No. 67 , Article 13.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal/vol1982/iss67/13

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Journal of East Asian Libraries by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more
information, please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

SPECIAL REPORT

CURRENT STATUS OF EAST ASIAN COLLECTIONS IN AMERICAN LIBRARIES
A PRELIMINARY REPORT FOR 1979/80
BY
TASK FORCE ON LIBRARY RESOURCES AND ACCESS
Chairperson: Thomas C. Kuo (Pittsburgh)
Members:
James K. M. Cheng (Chicago)
Naomi Fukuda (Michigan)
The new study of the East Asian collection in American libraries was conducted
by CEAL's Task Force on Library Resources and Access.
Like the previous one
(1974/75), this study also provides new data in many areas, such as the current
status of resources, acquisitions, geographical distribution, technical processing,
fiscal support, personnel, use patterns, services, and automation, as reported by
88 collections in the United States, three in Canada, and one in Latin America.
However, since the coverage of the previous study was^quite comprehensive and many
areas did not have much change in the last five years, our brief analysis in this
preliminary report puts more emphasis on those areas which have had significant
changes. Among the 92 collections, 65 are in college and university libraries,
6 in federal libraries, 6 in public libraries, and 15 in museums and special libraries.
The sizes of these collections are radically different; the largest has a col
lection over one million volumes, 17 others hold 100,000 to more than half a
million volumes, 47 have 10,000 to 100,000 volumes, and 27 have only 1,000 to
10,000 volumes.
2

As of June 30, 1980, the total holdings of the 92 collections were 2,442,000
titles in 7,926,960 volumes - 4,542,892 volumes in Chinese (59.94%), 2,803,960
In Japanese (37%), 274,227 in Korean (3.45%), and 46,440 in other East Asian
languages (0.6%). The average ratio between titles and volumes had no significant
change since the last study, namely it was still 1:3. As usual, due to the incon
sistency of measurement criteria among the collections and other difficulties, the
Western language materials are not included in the tabulation.
The average annual increase in materials during the 1976/80 period was 229,088
volumes, which has been an 8% drop from the average annual addition of 258,000 volumes
during the 1971/75 period (Table 2 ) . In the 1979/80 period, some had more than 15%
drop in acquisitions. This downward trend is clearly the result of rapidly rising
costs, and inadequate fiscal support (Table 3 ) . More than two-thirds of the total
Increase were assignable to the twenty larger collections, which in fact also hold
more than two-thirds of the total resources of all the collections in American li
braries. Their average annual acquisitions range from 5,000 to more than 28,000
volumes while the remaining collections added less than 100 to 3,000 volumes during
the same period (Table 4 ) . Since the acquisitions were in a downward trend, the
cataloging service have generally caught up during this period. As of June 30, 1980,
there was only 5% backlog among the new acquisitions and about one-quarter of a
million uncataloged books in total (Table 4 ) .
It is still quite true that the geographical distribution of the East Asian
library resources generally coincide with that of the membership of the Association
for Asian Studies. In other words, more than 90% of the East Asian library resources
and almost the same percentage of the membership of the Association for Asian Studies
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concentrate in the New England-Atlantic coast area, the Mid-Western area, and the
Pacific area. As a result, the Mountain region and the South Central are less
represented.
There w r e 4 3 8 librarians working in 62 of the reporting collections in 1979/80
(following the method of the previous study which expressed personnel in terms of fulltime equivalent, or FTE). This figure included 204 for Chinese materials (46.57%),
164 for Japanese (37.44%), 31 for Korean ( 7 % ) , and 39 for all other East Adlan
languages (9%). About 81 FTE persons (18.5%) were involved in acquisition (selection,
verification, and ordering); 191 (43.6%) in technical processing (cataloging, classi
fication, labeling, filing, and binding); and 167 (38%) in services (reference,
circulation, maintenance, and administration). 233 (53%) of the total staff were
professional librarians and 205 (47%) were supporting personnel (Table 5 ) . In this
period, there were only 19 professional openings, which is less than half of the
vacancies in the field some ten years ago. This indicates the effect of budget
restrictions during the period undsr study.
e

During the 1976/80 period, there was only a moderate increase in the financial
support for East Asian collections. Total expenditures among all reporting col
lections were more than 38 million dollars, which is only 4 million dollars more
than the earlier period. This increment is less than one-third of the 1971/75
increase ($14,000,000) over the 1966/70 period. The average budget for the
1976/80 period shows an increase of 27% for materials and 11% for personnel, but
a decrease of 74% for other items, such as equipment, supplies, postage, telephone,
travel, and others (Table 3 ) . Compared with the 1971/75 period, the sources of
revenue from our own institutions as well as the foundations had a downward
trend; only the fiscal support from government had doubled. Inflation has
caused the acquisition programs among all collections to decline - 25% decrease
in Chinese materials, and 33% in Japanese materials (Table 2 ) .
Professor Tsuen-hsuin Tsien characterized the state of the 1971/75 period
as "a general state of stagnation and retrenchment." According to this pre
liminary report, East Asian library resources in American libraries have definitely
declined during the 1976/80 period. However, we are not sure that this
reflects the general trend of Asian Studies programs in America during the
same period. We certainly hope not.

1.

The Task Force on Library Resources and Access was appointed by the CEAL
Chairperson in September, 1980. The original plan of the Task Force was
to publish this preliminary report in the summer of 1981, but regrettably
it has been delayed because some collection reports didn't reach us until
last fall. In addition, due to the lack of financial support, we had to
work out all decails ourselves. We hope that we can receive feed-back quickly
so that we could be able to complete the final report in the near future.

2.

Among the 91 collections in the United States that reported for the previous
study, 7 collections did not report this time, and one jointly reported
with another collection of the same institution. On the other hand, 5
collections which did not report last time did this time.

3.

These areas include geographical distribution, use patterns, and services.
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